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Packet 1 

 

Tossups 

1. In a work based off of this story, Arthur Prime and Charlotte search for a gift. A character in this story 

exclaims, “Ah, the good soup!” while eating dinner with his wife. In this story, that character wishes to go 

shooting with several friends on the plain of Nanterre, but is unable to after his wife requests a new gown. 

The protagonist of this story parodied by Henry James in “Paste” dances all night at a (*) Ministry of 

Education ball, and earlier, she asks Madame Forestier [“for-est-ee-ay”] to borrow the title object. After realizing 

she has lost the title object after exiting a cab, the protagonist of this story works for ten years to replace it. For 10 

points, name this Guy de Maupassant [“gee duh mau-pahs-sahnt”] story in which Mathilde Loisel ultimately learns 

that the title piece of jewelry was fake. 

ANSWER: The Necklace  

<European Literature—Ganguli> 

 

2. Oskar Potiorek encouraged riots in the aftermath of this event. The Salonika Trial resulted in the 

execution of four people who helped plan this event, including one codenamed “Apis.” The July Ultimatum 

was issued in the aftermath of this event, whose target was stopped outside a deli after his driver made an (*) 

erroneous right turn. Several members of the “Black Hand” failed to carry out this event before Gavrilo Princip 

succeeded. For 10 points, name this event in which the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne was killed in Sarajevo, 

which led to the outbreak of World War I. 

ANSWER: assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria [accept equivalents for assassination such as 

killing or murder] 

<European History — Kapadia> 

 

3. The Qetaifan Islands are located in this country’s planned community of Lusail. This country’s tallest 

building, the Aspire Tower, is located in the West Bay Lagoon district of this country’s capital city. The 

western part of this country is home to its oil-rich region of Dukhan. Until its resolution in 2001, this country 

and an island country to its north disputed the (*) Hawar Islands. The Al-Thani family rules this country, which 

is set to host the 2022 World Cup. This country’s capital is home to the headquarters of the Al Jazeera Media 

Network. For 10 points, name this country in the Persian Gulf, with capital Doha.  

ANSWER: Qatar [or State of Qatar] 

<Geography—Patel>  

 

 

 

 

 



 

4. Fungal toxins can inhibit this process by cleaving the sarcin/ricin loop. EF-G hydrolyzing GTP triggers 

translocation in this process. Macrolides and tetracyclines inhibit this process in bacteria, whose initiation 

requires binding of a poly-pyrimidine tract to the Shine-Dalgarno sequence. Molecules participating in this 

process enter the A site, then move to the P site. In this process, inosine allows wobble pairing to occur 

between a (*) codon and anticodon. The AUG codon starts this process, which begins with a methionine-carrying 

tRNA entering the ribosome. For 10 points, name this process in which mRNA is read into a protein.   

ANSWER: translation  

<Biology—Kodali> 

 

5. An artist from this country created a series whose title might mean “project for the affirmation of the 

new,” which was abbreviated Prouns [“pro-oon”]. An art movement founded in this country that focused on 

how light interacted with landscapes was known as Rayonism. An artist from this country created the poster 

Beat the Whites with the Red Wedge, which was influential to the Constructivist movement that began here. 

An earlier artist from this country depicted a crew of men in leather harnesses dragging a boat out of a (*) 

river. This country’s Suprematism movement spawned works like Black Square and White on White. For 10 points, 

name this home country of artists like El Lissitsky, Kazimir Malevich, and Ilya Repin, who painted Barge Haulers 

on the Volga. 

ANSWER: Russia [accept Soviet Union; or U.S.S.R.; or Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; or Rossiya; or 

Russian Federation]  

<Visual Fine Arts—Maiorana> 

  

6. Species which have undergone this process to the maximum degree appear on the left-most side of a 

Latimer diagram. Passivation layers naturally accumulate due to this process occurring on an outer layer. 

Primary and secondary alcohols are converted to carbonyls via a form of this process named for Jones. This 

process is best facilitated by namesake “agents” like mCPBA and (*) potassium permanganate. Elemental 

species always have a value of 0 for integer-value “numbers” associated with this process. This process occurs at the 

anode of a galvanic cell. Rust forms when iron is allowed to undergo this process. For 10 points, name this process 

by which a species loses electrons, the opposite of reduction. 

ANSWER: oxidation [accept Jones oxidation and oxidizing agents; accept all word forms]  

<Chemistry—Tegulla> 

 

7. The protagonist of a story by this author hangs himself at its end after his daughter and a monkey burn to 

death in a carriage. Another story by this author sees a character named Goi obsess over the title “Yam 

Gruel.”  This author wrote a story about incompatible testimonies provided by characters including a (*) 

woodcutter and a Buddhist priest. A woman in a story by this author has her robe stolen from her after she steals the 

hair of corpses. In a story by this author, the bandit Tajomaru is implicated in the murder of the samurai Takehiro. 

For 10 points, name this Japanese author of “Rashomon” and “In a Grove.”  

ANSWER: Ryunosuke Akutagawa  

<World/Other Literature—Parikh> 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8. At the start of this opera’s third act, a song is sung in a Romanesco dialect by a shepherd boy. A B minor 

clarinet solo opens one aria in this opera that is sung while a man awaits his fake execution, “E lucevan le 

stelle.” [“eh lu-che-vahn leh steh-lay”] That painter compares one of his portraits to (*) Mary Magdalene in the 

aria “Recondita Armonia” [“re-con-dee-tah ahr-mon-iah”] while Angelotti hides in a chapel. The aria “Vissi 

D’Arte” [“vee-see d’-art-eh”] is sung by the protagonist of this opera before she kills a man who has secretly 

ordered the death of Cavaradossi. For 10 points, name this Giacomo Puccini opera in which the title woman jumps 

to her death after killing Baron Scarpia. 

ANSWER: Tosca  

<Other Fine Arts—Peelen> 

 

9. It’s not self-flagellation, but Sunnis are recommended to perform this action on Ashura. In Baha’i, 

followers will often undertake this action for 19 days before the New Year. In the process of sallekhana, Jains 

commit suicide by gradually performing this action. During one holiday, people who fail to perform this 

action should either perform it for 60 consecutive days or (*) feed 60 masakeen. During one month, this action is 

preceded by suhoor and broken with iftar. At the end of that holiday, this action is ended by the festival of Eid al-

Fitr. [“eed ahl-fit-er”] For 10 points, name this religious practice of not eating. 

ANSWER: fasting [accept sawm before mention]  

<Religion—Peelen> 

 

10. One influential family in this city originated from the Buddhist monastery of Nava Vihara. One empire’s 

rulers lived in this city’s Palace of the Golden Gate. The Translation Movement was based out of an 

institution located in this city’s center, which was known as the “Round City.” That institution was this city’s 

grand library, the House of (*) Wisdom. To prevent the spilling of royal blood, this city’s ruler Al-Musta’sim was 

rolled up in a carpet and trampled by horses. This city was sacked by the forces of Hulagu Khan in 1258. The 

Abbasid Caliphate was ruled from, for 10 points, what city, the modern-day capital of Iraq? 

ANSWER: Baghdad  

<World History — Kapadia> 

 

11. This biome is said to have been the first to emerge from under a structure named for Laurentide 

following the Late Pleistocene epoch. The Larix genus typically grows in sections of this biome with Köppen 

[“kop-pen”] classification Dfc. In this biome, forests of Picea mariana may tilt, adopting a “drunken” 

appearance. Nutrient-deficient soil within this biome called (*) podzol results from the acidic needles of its 

evergreen trees. In North America, this biome is mainly dominated by spruce forests, and its inhabitants include 

lynxes, foxes and caribou. Deformed vegetation in the northern sections of this biome characterize the “tree line,” at 

which it meets the tundra. For 10 points, name this biome, also called the boreal forest. 

ANSWER: taiga [accept snow forest; accept boreal forest until mentioned, then prompt afterwards]  

<Other Science—Tegulla>  

 

12. These people were instructed to put their “bodies upon the gears” in a speech by Mario Savio. A Pulitzer 

Prize-winning photo that depicts these people shows Mary Anne Vecchio kneeling over the dead body of 

Jeffrey Miller. The Port Huron Statement was the manifesto of a group named “[these people] for a (*) 

Democratic Society.” Four of these people who were protesting the American invasion of Cambodia were killed by 

the Ohio National Guard in the Kent State massacre. For 10 points, name these people who participated in the Free 

Speech Movement at the University of California, Berkeley. 

ANSWER: college students [or university students; or Students for a Democratic Society; prompt on protestors]  

<American History — Kapadia> 

 



13. Billionaire Pierre Omidyar announced that he would provide financial support to a former employee of 

this company in October 2021. In August 2021, this company was sued by the Federal Trade Commission for 

allegedly violating of antitrust laws. Due to a Border Gateway Protocol problem, this company’s services 

experienced a seven-hour (*) outage in early October 2021. This company changed its name to Meta Platforms in 

late October 2021. Besides its flagship platform, this company also owns Instagram, WhatsApp, and Messenger. For 

10 points, name this social media company led by CEO Mark Zuckerberg. 

ANSWER: Facebook, Inc. [accept Meta Platforms, Inc. before  mentioned; prompt on Instagram or WhatsApp] 

<Current Events—Maiorana> 

 

14. A character in this novel remembers a remark made by his love interest about a woman conceiving out of 

wedlock after dreaming about a “siren” made of “sky and branches.” The protagonist of this novel often 

quotes Shakespeare’s Cymbeline, and wonders if her daughter Elizabeth is falling in love with Miss Kilman. 

In an attempt to follow the advice of Dr. Holmes, a character in this novel points out an airplane spelling out 

letters. The title character of this novel remembers kissing (*) Sally Seton, and looks out the window during her 

party after learning about the suicide of Septimus Smith. For 10 points, Clarissa is the title housewife of what 

stream-of-consciousness Virginia Woolf novel? 

ANSWER: Mrs. Dalloway  

<Commonwealth Literature—Benti>  

 

15. Practitioners of this discipline often use the Wheeler-Kenyon method. Gordon Wiley and Philip Phillips 

argued that this discipline is “anthropology or it is nothing”, and with Lewis Binford emphasized 

environmental and cultural factors to create this discipline’s “processural” school. Flinders Petrie developed 

(*) seriation, a method used to date objects in this discipline. This discipline’s incompetent practitioner Heinrich 

Schliemann’s research at Hisarlik may have destroyed the ruins of Troy. For 10 points, name this discipline that 

studies and excavates material artifacts of human culture. 

ANSWER: archaeology [prompt on ethnology; do NOT accept or prompt on “paleontology”]  

<Social Science—Sareddy> 

 

16. This figure took the sun disk that emerged from Set’s head after the latter consumed semen-covered 

lettuce. This figure’s cult-center was located at a city named for a deity with whom this figure was syncretized 

to create a deity known as the “thrice great.” This deity, who was syncretized with Hermes, helped Nut give 

birth by (*) gambling with the Moon to add five days to the year. After Isis reassembled Osiris’s body, this god 

gave her the words to resurrect him. This god is often found alongside his wife Ma’at [“Maht”] in the Hall of Truth, 

where he serves as a scribe during the judgement of the dead. For 10 points, name this god of writing and wisdom, 

who is depicted with the head of a baboon or an ibis.  

ANSWER: Thoth [accept Djehuty] 

<Mythology—TGN>  

 

17. This ruler’s empire collapsed after his son Ellac was defeated at the Battle of Nedao. This ruler 

legendarily wielded the Sword of Mars, according to the historian Priscus. This ruler launched an invasion of 

Gaul after receiving a ring from Valentinian III’s sister (*) Honoria. That invasion was repulsed by Flavius 

Aetius and Theodoric I at the Battle of the Catalaunian Plains. This ruler, who reportedly killed his brother Bleda in 

order to gain full control of his empire, was convinced by Pope Leo I not to invade Italy. For 10 points, name this 

conqueror dubbed the “Scourge of God” and leader of the Huns. 

ANSWER: Attila the Hun  

<European History — Bhattacharya> 



 

18. A correction to a formula calculating this quantity accounts for the fact that a certain process is adiabatic 

instead of isothermal. That formula states that this quantity is equal to the square root of the bulk modulus 

over the medium density and is named after Newton and Laplace. This quantity is experimentally measured 

using a pipe filled with a fine powder like talc called the (*) Kundt’s tube. The Mach number gives the ratio of 

the velocity of an object to this quantity. For 10 points, name this quantity which measures how fast an acoustic 

wave travels, which is 343 meters per second in dry air.   

ANSWER: speed of sound [accept Mach 1 before mention]  

<Physics—Kodali>   

 

19. The third movement of a suite by this composer is marked “Largo alla siciliana.” [“lar-goh ah-lah sih-ceel-

ee-ah-nah”] The arias “O death, where is thy sting?” and “Why do the nations so furiously rage together” 

appear in another work by this composer. A suite by this composer includes a Bourrée [“boo-rey”] followed by 

a movement marked (*) “Alla Hornpipe.” A work by this composer features the sections “La Paix” [“lah pie”] and 

“La Réjouissance.” [“ray-jhoo-ee-SAHNS”] A chorus repeats the phrase "And He shall reign for ever and ever" in a 

section of one of this composer’s oratorios, which includes the “Hallelujah Chorus.” For 10 points, name this 

composer of Music for the Royal Fireworks, Water Music, and Messiah. 

ANSWER: George Frideric Handel  

<Auditory Fine Arts—Maiorana> 

 

20. In a story by this author, The Lieutenant is the only one able to reach the safety of a “Sun-Dome." A 

different story by this author ends by repeating the lines “Today is August 5, 2026” and also describes the 

silhouette of a family killed in a nuclear blast. In a story by this author of “The Long Rain,” Eckles reverses 

the results of an election after (*) going back in time and stepping on a butterfly. A character in one of this 

author’s novels memorizes Ecclesiastes and Revelations after he abandons his job of burning books. For 10 points, 

name this author of “A Sound of Thunder,” “There Will Come Soft Rains”, and a novel about the fireman Guy 

Montag, Fahrenheit 451. 

ANSWER: Ray Bradbury  

<American Literature—Li> 

 



 

Bonuses 

1. Of the three principal axes of a body, the body can rotate stably about the axes corresponding to the smallest and 

largest principal values of this quantity, according to the tennis racket theorem. For 10 points each: 

[M] Name this quantity, usually symbolized by a capital I. The angular momentum is equal to this quantity times the 

angular velocity. 

ANSWER: moment of inertia 

[E] The moment of inertia is often described as the rotational analogue of this quantity. The aforementioned 

equation is analogous to the fact that linear momentum equals this quantity times velocity. 

ANSWER: mass 

[H] Measured about an axis through its centre, the moment of inertia of a solid sphere of mass M and radius R is 

equal to this number times M R squared. 

ANSWER: 2/5  or 0.4  

<Physics—Krol>  

 

2. In 2021, Phoenix-based basketball teams established a trend of coming up just short in championship series. For 

10 points each: 

[E] The Suns lost the 2021 NBA finals in six games to this Wisconsin-based team led by Jrue Holiday and Giannis 

Antetokounmpo [“YAH-niss ahn-deh-deh-KOON-poh”]. 

ANSWER: Milwaukee Bucks [accept either] 

[M] This former Kentucky guard was the Suns’ highest scorer during the 2021 finals. Following the Suns’ loss in 

the finals, this shooting guard joined Team USA in Tokyo. 

ANSWER: Devin Booker [or Devin Armani Booker] 

[H] This Phoenix-based WNBA team also came up short in the 2021 WNBA finals, losing to the Chicago Sky in 4 

games. Brittney Griner and Brianna Turner play for this team with an astronomical name. 

ANSWER: Phoenix Mercury  

<Popular Culture—Li> 

 

3. This poet described, “damp small pulps with a little or with no hair, The singers and workers that never handled 

the air“ in her poem, “The Mother.” For 10 points each: 

[M] Name this poet, who described seven pool players who “Left school,” “Lurk late,” and  “Jazz June” in her poem 

“We Real Cool”. 

ANSWER: Gwendolyn Brooks 

[H] This poem by Brooks describes “Two who are Mostly Good. Two who have lived their day” and states that 

“Dinner is a casual affair.” 

ANSWER: “The Bean Eaters” 

[E] Brooks was the first black poet to win one of these prizes named after a newspaper publisher. In 2018, Kendrick 

Lamar became the first non-classical or jazz artist to win one of these prizes for music. 

 ANSWER: Pulitzer Prize  

<American Literature—Li> 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4. A symphonic poem named after this country’s capital features six offstage flugelhorns in its movement “Pines of 

the Appian Way.” For 10 points each: 

[E] Name this country, home to a composer who included the “Devil’s Laughter” in a set of virtuosic pieces. 

Ottorino Respighi’s Pines of Rome begins a trilogy of works about this country. 

ANSWER: Italy 

[M] This Italian composer of “La Campanella” included the “Devil’s Laughter” and “The Trill” in his virtuosic 24 

Caprices for solo violin. 

ANSWER: Niccolo Paganini 

[H] Paganini also composed a famous showpiece of nonstop sixteenth notes named for this tempo marking. It’s not 

Adagio, but Samuel Barber’s Violin Concerto concludes with a movement named for this tempo marking. 

ANSWER: moto perpetuo  

<Auditory Fine Arts—Benti>  

 

5. A league of people from this denomination was backed financially by Philip II of Spain through the Treaty of 

Joinville. For 10 points each: 

[E] Name this Christian denomination that warred with Protestant Huguenots during the French Wars of Religion. 

This denomination’s spiritual leader is the Pope. 

ANSWER: Roman Catholic [accept Catholic League] 

[M] The Catholic League was defeated at the Battles of Arques and Ivry by this ruler. This ruler apocryphally 

proclaimed: “Paris is well worth a mass” before converting to Catholicism and becoming the first Bourbon King of 

France. 

ANSWER: Henry IV [accept Henry III of Navarre or Good King Henry or Henry the Great] 

[H] The Catholic League’s founder, also named Henry, was a member of this family. Another member of this 

family, Francis, had earlier killed many Huguenots in the Massacre of Vassy. 

ANSWER: House of Guise  

<European History—Kapadia> 

 

6. A Steven Greenblatt book subtitled for ‘How the World Became Modern’ discusses Poggio Bracciolini’s [“poh-

jee-oh brah-kee-oh-lee-nee”] rediscovery of this thinker’s major work in 1417. For 10 points each: 

[H] Name this thinker. Greenblatt’s book is titled The Swerve, in reference to the concept of ‘clinamen’ this thinker 

introduced in the philosophical poem On the Nature of Things. 

ANSWER: Lucretius [or Titus Lucretius Carus] 

[E] Lucretius’ concept of ‘clinamen’ refers to how these entities have a tendency to move unpredictably. Lucretius 

popularized the philosophical view that all objects are made out of these tiny indivisible particles. 

ANSWER: atoms 

[M] The originators of atomism are usually cited as being this Greek philosopher and their mentor, Leucippus. 

[“lew-sip-pus”] This man was often described as the ‘laughing philosopher,’ in contrast to the ‘weeping’ Heraclitus. 

ANSWER: Democritus of Abdera  

<Philosophy—Krol> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7. A club that made use of this material in its blades was known as the macuahuitl. [“mah-ku-ah-hew-ee-tel”] For 10 

points each: 

[M] Name this material that was mined from places like Pachuca and Otumba. This volcanic, glass-like rock was 

used in the weapons of many Mesoamerican states. 

ANSWER: obsidian 

[H] This city-state monopolized the obsidian trade during much of the first millennium C.E. The Avenue of the 

Dead was located in this city-state, which the Mayans claimed was the home of a ruler named Spearthrower Owl. 

ANSWER: Teotihuacan 

[E] The use of obsidian weapons was recorded during the Spanish conquest of this Mesoamerican empire centered at 

Tenochtitlan. [‘tee-notch-teet-lan”] Hernán Cortés invaded this empire during the reign of its ruler, Montezuma II. 

ANSWER: Aztec Empire  

<World History — Sareddy> 

 

8. The finals of the first Cricket World Cup held outside of the United Kingdom were played in this city. For 10 

points each: 

[M] Name this city, whose Eden Gardens can be found on the banks of the Hooghly River. The Victoria Memorial, 

meant to commemorate the queen of the same name, is now a museum in this former colonial capital. 

ANSWER: Kolkata [accept Calcutta] 

[E] Kolkata can be found in this country. This country’s city of Ahmedabad is home to the world’s largest cricket 

stadium, which was recently renamed after Narendra Modi. 

ANSWER: India [or Republic of India] 

[H] Before Narendra Modi Stadium was renovated, "The G" in this city was the largest cricket stadium in the world. 

Collins Street, located in this city’s central business district, is home to many skyscrapers, like the Rialto Towers. 

ANSWER: Melbourne  

<Geography—Patel>  

 

9. Antiknock agents increase this number, which usually ranges from 87 to 94 based on the fuel grade. For 10 points 

each: 

[M] Name this number, which represents how much fuel can compress without detonating in an engine. Higher 

examples of this number mean that fuel can be used in higher-powered compression engines. 

ANSWER: octane rating [or octane number] 

[E] A high octane number is not as important for fuel in this kind of engine, which compresses air so it heats up and 

spontaneously ignites the fuel. Most cars either use gasoline or a type of fuel designed for this kind of engine. 

ANSWER: diesel engine [accept diesel fuel] 

[H] The linear molecule octane has eight carbons and this many hydrogens. Most transition-metal complexes obey a 

rule about containing this many valence electrons. 

ANSWER: eighteen  

<Chemistry—Chapman> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10. Archie Jones and Samad Iqbal spend a lot of time together at O'Connell's Pub in this novel. For 10 points each: 

[H] Name this novel, in which Marcus Chalfen works on the FutureMouse project and Millat joins the Muslim 

fundamentalist brotherhood KEVIN. 

ANSWER: White Teeth 

[M] White Teeth is by this biracial English author, who also wrote about the Belsey family in On Beauty. 

ANSWER: Zadie Smith 

[E] This city is the setting of White Teeth. Smith’s novel NW follows four locals of this capital of the United 

Kingdom. 

ANSWER: London 

<Commonwealth Literature—Ganguli> 

 

11. This man came into power after overthrowing his cousin, David Dacko, at the Saint-Sylvestre coup d’état in 

1966. For 10 points each: 

[H] Name this former president and self-proclaimed emperor of the Central African Republic, who was infamously 

tried for cannibalism among other charges after the bloodless Operation Caban. 

ANSWER: Jean-Bedel Bokassa (accept Bokassa I) 

[M] Bokassa initiated a crisis in French politics after it was discovered he had given these objects to French 

president Valéry Giscard d'Estaing. Many of these objects were found at Kimberley in South Africa. 

ANSWER: diamonds 

[E] In an attempt to secure more foreign aid from this country, Bokassa briefly converted to Islam in 1976. This 

country was led at the time by Muammar Gaddafi. 

ANSWER: Libya [State of Libya] 

<World History — Sareddy> 

 

12. In one of these organisms, the Nieuwkoop center organizes the dorsal-ventral axis using Wnt proteins. For 10 

points each: 

[H] Name these organisms in the order Anura, which include the African clawed one in the genus Xenopus, which is 

used to study development.  

ANSWER: frog 

[E] Wnt signaling is partly named after the “wingless” gene of this model organism. Thomas Hunt Morgan famously 

studied the genetics of this organism and showed that its white-eyed mutation was sex-linked. 

ANSWER: Drosophila melanogaster [accept common fruit fly or D. melanogaster] 

[M] The discovery of Wnt signaling was credited to an experiment in which mice were infected with MMTV, a type 

of these viruses. These viruses use reverse transcriptase to turn their RNA into DNA. 

ANSWER: retroviruses  

<Biology—Sareddy> 

 



13. The Russian artist Nikolai Ge created a shadowy depiction of this scene. For 10 points each: 

[E] Name this commonly-painted religious scene, in which Jesus Christ and his apostles share a meal. Leonardo Da 

Vinci’s version of this scene includes Judas tipping over a salt cellar. 

ANSWER: The Last Supper 

[M] This other artist’s Last Supper features hovering angels and depicts the table on a diagonal axis. This Venetian 

artist’s other paintings include The Origin of the Milky Way and The Miracle of the Slave. 

ANSWER: Jacopo Tintoretto [accept Jacopo Robusti] 

[H] This artist was ordered to change the title of his version of the Last Supper to The Feast in the House of Levi 

after an accusation of heresy by the Venetian Inquisition which questioned why it depicted drunken people, among 

other things.  

ANSWER: Paolo Veronese   

<Visual Fine Arts—Maiorana> 

 

14. On this holiday, some extremely macho Russians cut cross-shaped holes in the ice of nearby rivers or lakes and 

dip themselves in the freezing water. For 10 points each: 

[M] Name this holiday, also known as Theophany, during which the Great Blessing of the Waters is conducted. In 

Eastern Orthodoxy, this holiday commemorates the baptism of Jesus and takes place on January 6.  

ANSWER: Epiphany [prompt on Three Kings’ Day, do not accept or prompt on “Twelfth Night”] 

[E] Epiphany occurs directly after the twelve days of this Christian holiday, which celebrates the birth of Jesus.  

ANSWER: Christmas 

[H] In the West, this dessert is often eaten throughout Epiphanytide. It contains a fève hidden inside that represents 

the baby Jesus and grants good luck to whoever finds it.  

ANSWER: king cake [accept three kings’ cake, accept galette des rois or other non-english translations] 

<Religion—TGN> 

 

15. This novel’s even chapters detail the telenovelas of the increasingly manic Pedro Camacho, one of the two title 

characters. For 10 points each: 

[M] Name this semi-autobiographical novel, which features a Panamericana writer’s romance with the other 

recently-divorced title character. 

ANSWER: Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter 

[E] Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter is by this Peruvian author, who also wrote about the fictional Canudos War in 

The War of the End of the World and three teenage cadets’ experiences in the Leoncio Prado Military Academy in 

The Time of the Hero. 

ANSWER: Mario Vargas Llosa 

[H] Vargas Llosa also wrote The Feast of the Goat, which primarily features Urania Cabral’s viewpoints on her 

father’s association with this former Latin American dictator. Urania is sexually assaulted by this leader, which is 

the primary reason for her childhood trauma and her hate towards her father. 

ANSWER: Rafael Trujillo  

<World Literature—Sareddy>  

 



16. An artist from this country created an artwork of a shark suspended in formaldehyde. For 10 points each: 

[M] Name this country home to Damien Hirst, as well as a sculptor that created a series of works inspired by 

Mesoamerican Chac Mool figures. 

ANSWER: United Kingdom [or U.K., accept England] 

[H] This British artist created those Chac Mool-inspired sculptures, which he called Reclining Figures. 

ANSWER: Henry Moore 

[E] Moore’s sculpture Nuclear Energy is located in this city and commemorates the first nuclear reactor. Sculptures 

located in this city’s Millennium Park include the bean-shaped Cloud Gate. 

ANSWER: Chicago, Illinois  

<Other Fine Arts—Maiorana>  

 

17. The protagonist of this novel ends up spending 7 years at the title location after deciding to visit his cousin, 

Joachim Ziemssen. For 10 points each: 

[M] Name this novel, in which Hans Castorp leaves for the army to fight in World War I after his stay at a Swiss 

Sanatorium. 

ANSWER: The Magic Mountain 

[H] Castorp falls in love with this character in The Magic Mountain. This character is wooed by Castorp at 

Walpurgis Night, and is later seen with her new lover, Mynheer Peeperkorn. 

ANSWER: Clavdia Chauchat [accept either name] 

[E] The Magic Mountain is by this German author, who also wrote about Gustav Von Aschenbach’s obsession with 

Tadzio in his novel Death in Venice. 

ANSWER: Thomas Mann 

<European Literature—Ganguli> 

 

18. Answer the following about the number nine in Norse mythology. For 10 points each:  

[E] This chief Norse god owns a ring that copies itself eight times every nine nights. In another myth, he hung 

himself for nine nights to learn the runes. 

ANSWER: Odin [accept Wotan] 

[M] Thor takes nine steps before dying after being poisoned by this creature during Ragnarok. This creature is often 

named for the region that it encircles. 

ANSWER: Jormungandr [accept Midgard Serpent or World Serpent]  

[H] The Billow Maidens are the nine daughters of Rán and this Norse god of the sea. This god’s hall is the setting of 

a flyting between Loki and several other gods in the Lokasenna.  

ANSWER: Aegir  

<Mythology—TGN>  

 

19. One form of this technique minimizes the sum of the squares of the residuals and is called the “least squares” 

type of it. For 10 points each:  

[M] Name this technique which is used to determine a relationship between a dependent and independent variable.  

ANSWER: regression analysis  

[H] A theorem named for Gauss and this man gives the best unbiased estimator for a regression analysis that fulfills 

certain criteria. A “chain” named after this man models stochastic processes. 

ANSWER: Andrey Markov  

[E] Another type of regression technique generates one of these things. These objects generally have the formula “y 

= mx + b.”  

ANSWER: line [accept word forms] 

<Other Science—Kodali> 

 



 

20. After Reverend John Wise led his parishioners to protest this man’s tax policies, this man restricted town 

meetings to just once a year. For 10 points each: 

[H] Name this unpopular governor of the short-lived Dominion of New England. This man was ultimately 

overthrown in a revolt that broke out after King James II was deposed in the Glorious Revolution.  

ANSWER: Edmund Andros 

[M] According to tradition, when Andros demanded this colony’s charter, it was hidden in a tree, which then 

became known as the Charter Oak. This colony was founded by Thomas Hooker, who also helped write the 

“Fundamental Orders of [this colony.]” 

ANSWER: Connecticut Colony 

[E] Edmund Andros was overthrown in a revolt named for this city. Hundreds of tea chests would later be dumped 

into this city’s harbor by the Sons of Liberty in this city’s namesake “Tea Party.” 

ANSWER: Boston [or the Boston Revolt; or the Boston Tea Party] 

<American History — Kapadia> 

 


